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Home Environment Adaptation and The OT Consultant in the Netherlands
Comparison with the Kochi Prefecture HomeAdvise Committee
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Abstract

In September 2000 we joined a 9-day study tour to the Netherlands, organized by our colleague lecturer Peter

Bontje. In the Netherlands, so-called occupational therapists (OT consultant) assess and advise facilities for the

home environment. We met one such OT consultant, Mr. Alex de Veld, and were able to learn about this role.

Furthermore, we had the opportunity to study wheelchair seating in nursing home ‘het Zonnehuis’. Differences

between Dutch and Japanese social welfare systems are considered in relation to the activities of the Kochi

Prefecture Home Advise Committee and the role of occupational therapy.

Key wordsd home environment adaptation, the OT consultant, Netherlands
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Requirements
Purpose of the wheelchair
Inside / outside transportation
Active / passive sitting
Short / long term use
Increase independence
Safety
Positioning / changing position
Stability
Prevention of internal problems (stomach)

Fixation (restlessness)
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Patient related
Disease
Abilities / disabilities

Conditional aspects
Absence of limbs

Active / passive sitting

Posture / measurements

DecubitusIncontinence

Fixation limbs / body

Requirements

Cognitive aspects (training / learning)

Positioning (stability / support of limbs / trunk control / tone)

Means of transportation (mechanical /electrical)
Adaptation of seat and back
Accessories (armrest / leg rest / headrest)

Special adjustments / orthesis

oo-c w/cooon

Practical

Requirements

Are transfers done by patient self or by a device?

Are parts of the wheelchair easy to remove (transfers)?
Weight of the wheelchair?
Dimensions of the wheelchair / turning circle?

Easy to assemble / disassemble (relatives)?

Nb. Is a person able to use the wheelchair in his environment?

Special requirements needed?
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