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Development of a program to assist Japanese children having difficulty
learning Roman characters

Tsutomu Inadal), Miku Arita®
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Abstract

We prepared a program to assist in the learning of Roman characters, consisting of a chart and worksheets for
unvoiced consonants, voiced consonants, Hepburn Romanization system characters (SHI, CHI, TSU, FU), and con-
tracted syllables. This program was used to teach two children Roman characters. Child 1 achieved an average
score of 65.0%. Child 2 achieved 72.5%. Common to both cases was the discrimination training achieved when
writing the Hepburn system characters "SHI, CHI, TSU, FU”. One difference between the two children was that
Child 1 received training on discrimination and inscription more frequently than Child 2, because Child 1’s recogni-
tion of Hiragana (closely involved in phonological awareness) on the systematic table of fifty sounds (the Japanese
syllabary) was lower. This result suggests the importance of the phonological awareness of the Japanese syllabary
to learning Roman characters.
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